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3 Things You Should Do Before Marriage
On Valentine's Day our thoughts turn to moonlight and roses, love and 
marriage.  Although marriage may be a union of soul mates, it is also an 
economic partnership under the law.  Here are some suggested things to do 
before you say "I do":

1. Do a prenuptial agreement to clarify expectations of the marriage, specify 
the consequences to each of you upon divorce or death and override the 
laws of your jurisdiction that otherwise would apply. Increasingly, young 
couples are entering into prenups to protect businesses, professional 
practices, careers, inheritances and credit.  Older, more established couples 
traditionally use prenuptial agreements to protect their nest eggs for 
themselves and their children from prior marriages.  

2. Do an estate plan, which includes a Will, Healthcare Proxy, Living Will and 
Power of Attorney, to ensure that both of you and your heirs are protected in 
the event of death or incapacity. Executing an estate plan is also a 
convenient way to obtain from your partner disclosure of his or her net 
worth, income, assets and liabilities (i.e., significant debts, personal 
bankruptcy or credit history).

3. Do discuss financial goals and develop a plan to meet short- and long-
term goals so you each have a clear understanding of the lifestyle you want 
to live.  

Have a great Valentine’s Day!

Want more useful tips from our Matrimonial and Family Law and Trusts and 
Estates lawyers? Check out their upcoming events.

February 16, 2011
Lori Anne Douglass, Marguerite E. Royer
Moses & Singer Women’s Initiative Webinar
"Divorce and Collaborative Law: An Alternative to Litigation”
For more information: Please click here to register.
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February 23 - 26, 2011
Lori Anne Douglass
6th Annual Black Enterprise Women of Power Summit
"Relationships Part II: Love & Money"
Orlando, Florida
For more information: www.blackenterprise.com/wps/overview/

March 15, 2011
Arlene G. Dubin
New York Association of Collaborative Professionals
"Prenups/Postnups in the Collaborative Process: A Marriage Made in Heaven"
New York, NY
For more information: Patricia Marcus (347) 462-9868 
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April 08, 201 
Arlene G. Dubin 
Columbia Graduate School of Journalism 
"Journalism and Beyond:  Matrimonial Law" 
New York, NY 
For more information:  Irena Stern (212) 854-9938

April 23, 2011
Arlene G. Dubin
Sutton Place Synagogue
"Recent Trends in Divorce Law: Prenuptial Agreements, Collaborative Law and 
No-Fault Divorce"
New York, NY
For more information: Harriet Janover (212) 593-3300 

Since 1919, Moses & Singer has provided legal services to diverse types of businesses and to high-
net-worth individuals and their families.  Among the firm’s broad array of U.S. and international 
clients are leaders in banking and finance, entertainment, media, real estate, healthcare, advertising, 
and the hotel and hospitality industries.  We represent clients in financing and corporate 
transactions, intellectual property and commercial litigation, and in connection with corporate 
reorganizations and bankruptcies.  Individuals look to Moses & Singer for sophisticated advice in the 
areas of matrimonial law, income tax, trusts and estates and asset protection.  Clients are presented 
with cost-effective and results-oriented legal services in these areas as well as the following:

• Advertising
• Asset Protection
• Banking and Finance
• Business Reorganization, Bankruptcy and 

Creditors’ Rights
• Corporate/M&A
• Employment and Labor
• Entertainment
• Healthcare
• Hotel and Hospitality
• Income Tax
• Intellectual Property 

• International Trade
• Internet/Technology
• Legal Ethics & Law Firm Practice
• Litigation
• Matrimonial and Family Law
• Privacy
• Private Funds
• Promotions 
• Real Estate
• Securities and Capital Markets
• Trusts and Estates

The Chrysler Building
405 Lexington Avenue

New York, NY 10174-1299
Tel: 212.554.7800 Fax: 212.554.7700

2200 Fletcher Avenue
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Fort Lee, NJ 07024
Tel: 201.363.1210 Fax: 201.363.9210

Abraham Y. Skoff, Esq.
Managing Attorney for New Jersey

Moses & Singer LLP is the New York City law firm member of the MSI Global Alliance 
(MSI). MSI is one of the world's leading international alliances of independent legal 
and accounting firms, with over 250 member firms in 100 countries -
www.msiglobal.org.

Disclaimer 
Viewing this or contacting Moses & Singer LLP does not create an attorney-client relationship. 

This is intended as a general comment on certain developments in the law. It does not contain a complete legal analysis or 
constitute an opinion of Moses & Singer LLP or any member of the firm on the legal issues herein described. This contains 
information that may be modified or rendered incorrect by future legislative or judicial developments. It is recommended that readers 
not rely on this general guide in structuring or analyzing individual transactions or matters but that professional advice be sought in 
connection with any such transaction or matter. 

Attorney Advertising 
It is possible that under the laws, rules or regulations of certain jurisdictions, this may be construed as an advertisement or 
solicitation. 
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